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Grab samples (above) and clarity 
readings (to left) taken by volunteers 
on Spring Creek as part of a stream 
assessment of the Nemadji River 
Watershed. 
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The Net River (above) is one of 10 streams be-
ing monitored during the Nemadji Watershed 
Assessment which began this year.  It is known 
for its picturesque falls and trout fishing.  
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Water Quality  
Parameter 

Concern Examples of Sources 

Chloride Elevated levels harmful to osmoregulation (control of fluids) 
abilities in aquatic life. 

Road salt, industrial wastewater, mu-
nicipal wastewater 

Turbidity High turbidity can affect an aquatic organisms ability to find food, 
gill functioning, and spawning. 

Construction runoff, storm water run-
off, eroding stream banks 

Total Phosphorous Stimulates growth of algae.  Excessive amounts can cause algae 
blooms which in turn can decrease oxygen levels in water. 

Failing septic systems, fertilizer run-
off, laundry soaps 

E. Coli Ingestion by humans can cause sickness or death. Failing septic systems, sewer over-
flow, livestock, municipal wastewater 

Dissolved Oxygen Required for many aquatic organisms.  Low levels can result from shallow 
waters, nutrient-rich waters 
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Relational Trends of Freshwater Fish Activity  
to Turbidity Values and Time 

(Webpage and sample links below.  Visit the website at  www.carltonswcd.org/DeerCreekGuide.htm) 

Deer Creek Mud Volcanoes 
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