The mission of the Carlton County Soil and Water Conservation District isto assist
land occupiersin protecting and enhancing the natural resour ces of Carlton County.

Agriculture

5 Emergency Drought Assistance projects completed with $8,500 cost share
New Ag Technician focuses on practice implementation

In August of 2006, Governor Pawlenty declared 13 counties in Minnesota drought disaster
counties including Carlton. By emergency executive order, state cost share rules were
suspended to include emergency livestock watering projects and funding rates were set at
50%. Through 2 signups in an extremely short timeline of 9 working days the SWCD
submitted $28,100 in requests for project cost share for 9 landowners. The SWCD received
$13,310 in funding for 6 landowners emergency livestock watering projects. In 2007 five
of those landowners completed their projects with technical assistance from the SWCD
through the new Agricultural Technician. Total cost share assistance to these landowners
was $8,500.

Through a partnership with neighboring SWCD’s and the Carlton County Bi-Products
Program, the Carlton SWCD hosts a shared Agricultura Technician position. A new
person refilled this position in February and has been working with landowners on ag
related best management practice implementation over the past year. This position was
developed without direct support from Carlton County using specia funds available to the
SWCD and through a pooling agreement with Aitkin and South St. Louis SWCDs, and the
Carlton County Bi-Products Program. In December the Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCYS) afederal conservation partner, created a part time position in the Carlton
SWCD. This is the first time NRCS has housed any staff in Carlton County since the
District Conservationist left in 1996. With this federal funding, the Ag Technician position
will be working on the sizable federal cost share program workload in Carlton County.

Forestry
13,155 trees sold to 204 customers

Each year the SWCD sdlls tree seedlings for conservation plantings. In the past the
program was run through the South St. Louis SWCD’s tree program. In 2007, the SWCD
began implementing a plan to hold its own sale. This includes ordering the inventory,
setting up a distribution site, and developing the accounting system to run the program.
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Customers will have more options of plants to choose from and new in 2008 is a line of
tree care products including mats, deer repellent, and protective tubes for the seedlings.
The tree sale generated $1,668 in revenues in 2007.

The SWCD provides forestry related technical assistance as part of its fee for service

program. In 2007, five planting plans and 2 forest stewardship plans were completed
generating $1975 in income.

Agricultural Best Management Practice (Ag BMP) L oan

Four new loans for atotal of $37,200 funded in 2007

This program provides 3% interest loans to county residents for projects in these
categories. Agricultural Waste Management, Individual Septic Treatment Systems,
Structural Erosion Control projects, and new in 2006 Conservation Forest Harvest
Equipment loans are eligible for the program. Four new loans for a total of $37,200 were
funded in 2007. The tota amount of loans in Carlton County is $582,000 since the
program started in 1999.

MN Wetlands Conservation Act (WCA)

Wetland regulation information for 73 cases

The SWCD acts as the information clearinghouse and as technical consultant to local
administrators of the program including Carlton County and the City of Cloquet. In 2007
SWCD staff provided wetland regulation information for 73 cases. The focus of this
assistance is to assist landowners in meeting their land use objectives while maintaining
compliance with regulatory requirements. The technical nature of this program requires
continuing education on the rules and new technology dealing with wetlands so this
training isalarge regular part of SWCD staff’ s training time.

Wetland services are aso part of the SWCD'’s fee for service program. These services are
amed at wetland impact avoidance and are only offered on non-enforcement cases. In
2007, SWCD dtaff assisted 14 parties with wetland determinations and delineations
generating $2,440 of income.

Water shed Projects

Nemadji River/Deer Creek
Midway River

2007 was a transition year for the Nemadji River Watershed Project. All of the grant
projects for implementing conservation projects in the watershed have now been closed
out. New implementation grants are tied to impaired waters and TMDL (Total Maximum
Daily Load) studies. The Carlton SWCD lead the development of the work plan for phase |
of the TMDL study to be completed on the Nemadji River and Deer Creek. This study will
seek to quantify the sediment load in these waters and identify sources and implementation
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measures to reduce that sediment load. There will likely be two additional phases required
to complete the TMDL Study.

The Midway River is the focus of new funding under the states Clean Water Legacy
program, also associated with the EPA’s Clean Water Act program. The Minnesota
Legidature passed the Clean Water Legacy Act in 2006 and natural resource agencies
coordinated the first application period in November. The Carlton SWCD, in partnership
with South St. Louis SWCD, submitted a comprehensive proposal to address water quality
and water temperature issues in the Midway River Watershed. Only the forestry
component of that proposal was funded for $28,200. This forestry component will focus on
riparian tree plantings in the watershed. The SWCD has designed 9 projects for a total of
20.5 acres of tree plantings in the riparian areas of the watershed. If all these projects are
implemented, over 3.75 miles of stream will be treated through this project.

Education/Outreach

Carlton School Forest movesinto building and curriculum phase
Cromwell Wright school places team 3" in area Envirothon
Providing leadership to area and regional associations

The South Terrace Outdoor Learning Center of Carlton Conuty near South Terrace
Elementary School moved into a new phase in 2007. With continued financial support of
the MN DNR Lake Superior Coastal Program, the SWCD is leading a third grant project
for the development of a log pavillion as a gathering place for students and a curriculum
and learning kit package for teachers to use. These addidtions will make the facility more
accessable to school district users and educators outside the Carlton District

The 2007 Envirothon was held at Camp Miller near Stergeon Lake in May. This
environmental learning competion involves teams of 3 to 5 high school students. Fourteen
schools participated with 55 teams. Four Carlton County schools fielded 28 teams. Two
Harbors teams placed 1%, 2" and Cromwell Wright placed 3 in the 2007 area
competition.

The SWCD assists the Kettle River (formerly Carlton County) Private Woodland Council,
a volunteer group of private woodland owners and forestry professionals, by acting as
treasurer, as secretary, and with program outreach and coordination. This year the council
became a chapter of the Minnesota Forestry Association, and expanded its work area to
include Pine County. The Council held the annual Conservation Education Field Days for
over 350 Carlton County 5" graders at the Cloquet Forestry Center. The annual Arbor Day
Tree Planting for over 360 4™ graders was held on County Land. The 2007 event greatly
expanded the experience for the students to encompass starting a new forest to tending an
established one. The SWCD paid for, developed, coordinated staffing, and helped staff a
County Fair booth for the woodland council. The SWCD assisted the council in hosting a
Woody Biomass for Private Landowners Conference.

The SWCD hosts board meetings and acts as secretary for the Lake Superior Chapter of
the MN Sustainable Farming Association, a non-profit organization of food producers and
consumers working to enhance local sustainable food production. The SWCD assisted
with the SFA’s annual Bayfront Harvest Festival, which provides an important market for
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area producers. The SWCD assisted with obtaining grants and coordinating a new SFA
initiative to provide Farm Beginnings classes.

Federal Conservation Program

The SWCD works closely with a federal agency for conservation implementation. The
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) offers landowners cost share and
design assistance on conservation practices for erosion control and water quality
improvement. In 2007 the SWCD, aong with our NRCS partners, assisted 17 new
applicants with signups totaling $208,448 in new conservation projects in Carlton County.
Over $83,000 worth of existing projects were completed by Carlton County landowners in
2007. It is important to note that Carlton County shares NRCS staff with Lake, Cook, and
South St. Louis SWCDs while providing over 1/2 of this NRCS staffs workload. Carlton is
one of few counties nation wide without a NRCS staff presence in the county.

SWCD staff helped 77 individuals, groups, or governments with land and water treatment
technical assistance in 2007. Thisincluded planning, design, inspection, and cost-share
assistance for soil and water conservation practices in the following areas.

Forestry

Worked with 42 landowners or groups including Cloquet High School, Esko Tree Board,
and South Terrace Elementary on planning or follow up of projects in forest management,
stewardship planning, insect and disease diagnosis and treatment, windbreak
establishment, timber stand improvement, MN Sustainable Forestry Incentives Act
information, tree and shrub planting, brush management, or small-scale harvesting.

Agricultural
Assisted 9 farms with pasture management, livestock watering, feedlot runoff control, and
crop irrigation.

Erosion Control

Assisted 17 landowners with grade stabilization, lakeshore and riverbank stabilization, or
dam repairs.

SWCD staff reviewed and reported to the County on 4 plat proposals or minor
subdivisions regarding erosion and wetland impact concerns.

The SWCD helps landowners comply with the County Zoning Ordinance by providing
shoreland erosion and sediment control and tree and shrub planting planning that protects
water quality, wildlife habitat, and scenic values. In 2007, 5 landowners were assisted
with this service.

The SWCD'’s Technician holds two professiona certifications related to erosion control,
“Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control” and “Inspector of Construction
Site Stormwater and Erosion Control.” These certifications require testing and continuing
education to stay current on erosion control issues and techniques.



The SWCD recognized 3 individuals for their efforts in conservation at the 2007 Annual
Awards Banquet in September.

Outstanding Conservationists of the Year: Duane & Doreen LaVeau.

The LaVeau’' s have implemented many conservation practices to protect topsoil on their
highly erodible cropland, enhance wildlife in natural areas of their farm, and utilize the
fertilizer value of the manure from their dairy operation near Wrenshall. Through storing
the manure and following a nutrient management plan including utilizing wood ash, the
LaVeaus have eliminated most commercial fertilizers inputs for their farm. Two tree
plantings have been completed including Oak, Pine and Spruce to provide habitat for
wildlife.




Outstanding Wildlife Conservationist: Albert, Russ, & Trish Peterson

Albert is the second generation on the farm recognized in 2003 as a century farm. The third
generation, Albert’s son Russ also lives on the farm with hiswife Trish. Albert and his
family have worked to create over 50 acres of wetland with over 2 miles of shoreline. The
areais hometo waterfowl, shore birds, cranes, and bitterns at least part of the year as some
these birds migrate through. Thisincredible wildlife habitat areais only part of the overall
stewardship plan for the farm. Petersons planted 500 white pine in 2007 and plan on
planting 4000 more trees in the years to come. Albert and his family’s commitment to
wildlife habitat creation with attention to diversity are proof that farming and wildlife can
not only coexist but both can prosper side by side.

Outstanding Livestock Conservationists: Dave & Debra Mikrot

The Mikrots operate 208 acres and run about 50 cow calf pairs on their farm. With NRCS
financial and technical assistance, 95 acres of existing pasture was split into 6 paddocks
and an additional 45 acres of cropland was converted into 6 more paddocks totaling 140
acres of controlled grazing pasture. With these new paddocks over 13,000 feet (closeto 2.5
miles) of fence was constructed. The Mikrots also constructed 3 livestock watering ponds
in addition to 3 existing ponds that are utilized as the livestock water source for these 12
paddocks. Over 33 acres of pasture seeding was completed to rejuvenate pastureland and
provide livestock with good forage. With several drainages leading a short distance to the
Kettle River, proper grazing management is important to maintaining good water quality in
the watershed.



